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total of something more than seventy-five 
colonials and ninety-six American scholars 
there were in residence six colonials and 
two Americans. Five of the six colonials 
were medical students. Of the two Ameri- 
cans one had returned from a year's ambu- 
lance work on the French front and was 
temporarily engaged in government work in 



a university chemical laboratory, while the 
other had been rejected on medical grounds 
for military service. This simple statement 
is evidence enough of the patriotic enthusi- 
asm with which the selected youth of the 
United States and of the British Empire 
are throwing themselves into the world- 
struggle. 



CHURCH EFFICIENCY 



The Minister's Salary 

Mr. Newbury Frost Read makes an 
appeal for the underpaid minister in the 
American Church Monthly for May. An 
examination of ten Anglican dioceses in the 
United States shows that the average salary 
paid is $8 1 . 21 a month. In return for this 
the church expects the minister to have all 
the cardinal virtues. He must be tactful 
and forceful. He must have high ideals. 
He must possess deep learning, a pleasing 
personality, and agreeable manners. He 
must dress well ; he must never talk poverty. 
All the progressive thought of the time as 
presented in current books and periodicals 
should be in his possession. Moreover he is 
expected to entertain his parishioners and 
all this he must do on $18.75 a week. 

The unskilled employee in many large 
firms is better paid than the minister. In 
New York state, 1,648 firms reported that 
for one week in January, 1918, the average 
earnings of their employees was $16.81 
weekly. The chauffeur and the skilled 
worker receive perhaps double the salary 
of the clergyman. Yet we expect the 
minister to be the moral and spiritual 
leader of the community. 

The practice of underpaying the minis- 
ter is justified mainly on two claims: (1) 
that the apostles were poor; (2) that a house 
goes with the salary. The first argument 
is worthless, and as for the house, in many 
cases the clergyman would be better off with- 
out it, for he has to heat it, which often 
takes a quarter of his salary. 



Only harm can come from this system of 
consistent neglect of the needs of the clergy. 
The long course of study for the priesthood 
with near starvation at the end is not likely 
to increase the steadily diminishing number 
of ordinations. It kills the self-respect of 
both congregation and clergyman. It 
makes him seek a way out of an impossible 
situation by wire-pulling when better fields 
open. If poverty drives the clergyman to 
unspiritual measures how shall the laity not 
suffer in moral guidance ? 

The Church in a World at War 

Many church leaders have urged the 
church to greater efficiency as a servant of 
the world at this time of crisis. Dr. Ivan 
Lee Holt makes some definite, workable 
suggestions in the Methodist Quarterly 
Review for April. The great work of Chris- 
tianity is being done for the soldier by the 
Red Cross and the Y.M.C.A. The church 
should seek to understand how best to relate 
its efforts to the program of these organiza- 
tions. Methods of co-operation with the 
Red Cross are: (1) Let the Woman's Mis- 
sionary Society of the city church become 
an auxiliary of the Red Cross chapter and 
in the smaller communities join the societies 
of the other churches to form a Red Cross 
chapter. (2) Relate the church organization 
to every Red Cross campaign. (3) Let the 
church support the efforts of the Red Cross 
to render effective home service. (4) Wel- 
come every opportunity to give expression 
to the mission of the Red Cross without 
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being jealous for the church of its services 
to humanity. 

The Y.M.C.A. is meeting the challenge 
to the Christian forces of the world to render 
a direct service to the men under arms. In 
Russia, Palestine, France, Italy, England, 
wherever there are soldiers and sailors, the 
red triangle is faithfully serving. What 
can the church do to help? (i) Furnish 
all the chaplains that are allowed from the 
best preachers and the strongest men. (2) 
Select camp pastors of ability and initiative 
and set them free to do their work according 
to the conditions in the individual camps. 
There is great danger that the church may 
lose influence because of lack of tact in this 
work. (3) The church in camp cities should 
be strongly manned and open all week to 
the soldiers. (4; Co-operate with and 
support the Y.M.C.A.; assist in raising 
funds. The "Y" is the church at work in 
the camps. (5) Make a study now of the 
task that will confront the church when the 
soldiers return from war. "One of the most 
important questions before us is, What kind 
of a church will the men find when they 
return ? " The church must meet its pres- 
ent tasks or else get out of the way and 
let some other agency do its work. The 
world has no patience just now with subter- 
fuges, excuses, or nonessentials. 

Unity in Service 

The report of the General War-Time 
Commission of the Churches issued by the 
Executive Committee of the Federal Coun- 
cil of the Churches of Christ in America is 
an inspiring herald of the future efficiency 
of a united Christianity. The report covers 
the activities of thirty denominations. 
The war has largely blurred denominational 
distinctions in the serious service of the 
soldiers and sailors. A striking instance 
of this is presented in the dedication meeting 
held to open the Church Headquarters 
Buildings at Camp Upton. Representa- 
tives of all important religious bodies were 



present, Catholic, Protestant, Jews, chap- 
lains, Y.M.C.A. secretaries, and Knights 
of Columbus. A Presbyterian made the 
presentation address, a Catholic offered the 
invocation prayer, the responsive reading was 
led by a member of the Christian church, 
prayer was offered by an Episcopalian, and 
the benediction pronounced by a Jewish 
rabbi. Just as the dedication service was 
shared by all so the building is being used by 
all. It is not a union church but a demo- 
cratic association of diverse groups with 
one central purpose — human welfare and 
service. 

The General War-Time Commission em- 
braces representatives of practically every 
religious organization of the Protestant 
forces of America and is co-operating inti- 
mately with the Catholic War Commission 
and the Jewish Welfare Board. 

Commenting on the splendid work being 
accomplished by the Commission in unifying 
the efforts of the churches in a constructive 
program of co-operative work, the Outlook 
says, "We may hope that the lessons thus 
being learned in war may not be forgotten in 
peace, and out of the experience of working 
together for a great cause churchmen may 
learn to know each other better and find 
in action that unity which has been sought 
in vain in doctrine and in worship." 

Professor Barton Quits Society 
of Friends 

Under the foregoing heading a news 
report in the Public Ledger says that Pro- 
fessor George A. Barton, of Bryn Mawr, 
speaking at the luncheon given at the 
Bellevue-Stratford on April 5, in honor 
of the Very Rev. Sir George Adam Smith, 
announced these reasons for resigning his 
membership in the Society of Friends: 

I have resigned, not because I did not appre- 
ciate the great things for which the Society of 
Friends has stood, but in reality because I 
appreciated them too much to remain a mem- 
ber now. 



106 



THE BIBLICAL WORLD 



The great central fact and testimony of 
George Fox with reference to public affairs was 
that a Christian should live in the spirit that is 
opposed to war. But what that great seer was 
not able to anticipate was that an age of the 
world should come like that in which we are 
living, in which it has become evident that no 
man can really live in the spirit that is opposed 
to war who will not take a hand in the war to 
end war. 

It is because of the dawning upon my mind 
and consciousness of the fact that I have severed 
my connection with the denomination to which 
I have so long belonged. 

It is because it seems to me that the League 
to Enforce Peace is the instrument for the 
accomplishment of all that is ideal that I would 
like to do anything in my power to persuade 
men to give it their support. 

It seems to me that we have the greatest 
Christian opportunity in all history. At the 
end of this war, // it can be fought through to a 
victorious conclusion, as I believe it will, twenty 
nations will have become accustomed to act 
together, drawn together by ties such as only a 
struggle like this could create, and if we are 
Christian men and put behind this idea of a 
League to Enforce Peace the Christian spirit 
we shall have an opportunity to bring before the 
world something of that for which, in the lan- 
guage of St. Paul, "the whole world has been 
groaning and travailing from the creation until 
now," the vision of the sons of God. 

Letters to Soldiers 

In the Pilgrim Magazine for May Dr. 
Allen A. Stockdale urges upon the church 
schools some definite forms of service for the 
soldiers and sailors, of which he names the 
writing of letters as all-important. Letters 
are more welcome than pay day at the front. 
Co-operation in Red Cross, Y.M.C.A. and 
Y.W.C.A. campaigns, knitting and mending 
that the boys may be more comfortable, 
patriotic backing and devoted prayer for 
the fighters, all are necessary and helpful 
activities, but greatest of all services is the 
writing of the right kind of letters. They 
must be right in spirit, in content, and in 
style. The fighting men do not want pity, 



or sentimentality, or narratives of home 
troubles; they need letters burning with 
patriotism to touch and kindle the mind and 
heart with faith in the inevitable outcome 
of the fight for right. They need to be held 
up to the highest standards of thought, 
feeling, honor, and faith. Silly, romantic 
letters or high-sounding, moralizing sermon- 
ettes are equally worthless. Our fighters are 
American men of the true type, and letters 
to them must be frank, sincere, and straight- 
forward if they are to be helpful. 

Winning the War and the World 

An address by Dr. John R. Mott, given 
to a group of workers assembled in New 
York to consider the prospects for Y.M.C.A. 
work in the Orient in view of the war condi- 
tions, is printed in Rural Manhood for April. 
"If we are to win the war in reality," he 
says, "we must concern ourselves more 
with winning the world." The history of 
the church has shown that to stand still 
means defeat. True efficiency demands 
advancement and enlarged activities. Un- 
less the Y.M.C.A. work in the East is en- 
larged it will inevitably shrink and in some 
places suffer inevitable defeat. A second 
reason for enlargement is the debt we owe 
to the foreign field. Why should Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America be penalized 
because of the sins of Europe and America ? 
Still further, "we must expand the plans 
of the Y.M.C.A. as it reaches out to those 
great needy areas in the so-called non- 
Christian world because now is a time of 
literally unparalleled opportunity, danger, 
and urgency." There are areas untouched 
by war's turmoil, eager for guidance. Still 
more important is it that in order to help 
enforce the lessons of the war among the 
non-Christian peoples we must send among 
them more wise guides and leaders. So 
many even among the educated are missing 
the way ! If there ever was a time for send- 
ing out strong men of spiritual discern- 
ment and consecrated personality it is now. 
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Another reason for enlargement is to afford 
an adequate outlet for the energies of the 
people of North America. There is a vast 
amount of potential energy here seeking 
outlet in service. This is the time to do the 
impossible, to suffer in creation, to go forth 
to win the war and to win the world. 

The Pulpit and Reconstruction 

The return of Dr. J. H. Jowett to Eng- 
land with the express purpose of contributing 
his part to the great task of reconstruction in 
that land moves Mr. William Herbert to 
offer some serious advice to the leaders of 
churches in the Nation for April 25. He 
feels that the "most conspicuous and most 
successful pulpiteer of his time" has no 
message of reconstruction. The church and 
the pulpit are alike powerless as agencies 
for building in our modern civilization. 
The pulpit works inside a closed system; 
it is a wonderful source of comfort and reli- 
gious edification, but it has not achieved the 
modern world-view nor faced our modern 
problems. 

But if the pulpit is to have a message 
for the modern world it must face this 
situation. To talk sanely of reconstruction 
means nothing else than to understand the 
real facts of our civilization. The gospel 
is not a timeless thing. It may be that 
human nature is unchanged; at any rate it 
is functioning in an entirely new setting. 
Before the church can be really redemptive 
today it must understand the amazing 
complexity of social relations and the new 
problems of moral responsibility thus 
created. "Until the preacher himself is 
aware of the inevadable complicity in 
social wrong and can touch his hearers with 
the same compunction, until he sees how 
organically the problem of personal redemp- 
tion is bound up with that of social reclama- 
tion, he will reconstruct nothing." We are 
in an entirely new world from the world of 



our fathers. There are new responsibilities 
and new forms of guilt. The church must 
face the world's moral tragedy and must see 
that this moral tragedy is not an individual 
but a social fact. "We are guilty of each 
other's sins; and the gospel that is to save us 
must save us together." The New Testa- 
ment Kingdom of God is no other than the 
Kingdom of Man, and the preacher's share 
in the task of establishing the "great 
community" is that of liberating and 
stimulating the moral energy of social 
cohesion. 

Address of Archbishop of York to 

Students of the General 

Seminary 

Recently the Archbishop of York visited 
this country. While here he addressed the 
faculty and students of the General Semi- 
nary. The Churchman, March 23, reports 
the substance of this address. He declared 
that the people of America had not begun 
to realize what the war means, nor the tre- 
mendous changes that it has wrought in the 
world. He says also, " And yet, great as the 
effects of war have been on England and 
the relation of the nations, still greater have 
been the effects on the English church and 
religion in general. ' ' Upon the stronger and 
younger men rests the task of restating the 
philosophy of religion in its relation to the 
universe. Many new and different ques- 
tions press for solution, and to these answers 
must be found. The time-worn shibboleths 
of the past are not sufficient. The popular 
shibboleths of the present are dangerous. 
Old stock explanations fail to satisfy when 
a new world is being born. We are now in 
times of testing, of proving all things for the 
removal of "those things that are shaken, 
as of those things that are made, that those 
things which cannot be shaken may remain." 
The church passing through such times 
cannot be unchanged. 



